9. Sewell railway cutting:- the steep grassed
banks are cut into the Zig Zag Chalk Formation; this
supports many wild flowers, including various orchids.

Return to the bridge and
cycle to what was originally:-

10. Stanbridgeford Railway Station:- its
stationmaster’s office and house abuts the road and a
brick platform survives in a garden. It stands on the soft
grey clays of the Gault Formation.

12. Totternhoe Stone Pit:- mainly in the Zig Zag
Chalk Formation is worked for the Totternhoe Stone, a
freestone. The last nearby big quarry closed in 1993.

Cycle on to:-

13. Totternhoe Castle:Castle
a late Norman motte &
bailey built by the 1170s.
1170s It’s on a promontory of the Zig
Zag Chalk Formation providing excellent views of
Totternhoe parish - the last in Bedfordshire, in 1886, to
have its Medieval
edieval ‘open fields’ rationalised and enclosed
by hedges. There’s also a Roman villa site at Totternhoe.

Retrace the route to:-

11. Totternhoe tramway route:- the uphill track
mirrors the original tramway, 50-100 m to the right; that
linked the quarries to the branch-line. Starting on the
West Melbury Marly Chalk Formation, it runs past the old
Totternhoe quarries and the Stone Pit in the Zig Zag
Chalk Formation - seen to the right through the hedge; to
your left are views of the Totternhoe quarries; worked in
the late 19th C. and early 20th C. by Messrs Forder & Co.,
with a tramway and sidings off the branch-line.
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Leave the Castle and
turn left, following the track to where it turns sharply right. Leave
your bike to enter the kissing gate on the left to have a view of:-

14. Totternhoe Knolls:Knolls a nature reserve and SSSI
on Medieval
edieval stone workings that mainly exploited the Zig
Zag Chalk Formation,
Formation especially for the Totternhoe Stone.

Now follow the track to your
right downhill to Dunstable Road pausing to enter the nature
reserve. On reaching Dunstable Road turn left and cycle along it,
past the church and playground, to the green lane on the left. Enter
this and follow it to Brewers Hill Road. You can then easily retrace
your route back to the Luton Interchange.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

If we drilled a hole through the thickest point of the area’s
rocks, we would see them
the change (due to their formation in an
ancient tropical sea)
sea from white chalky rocks at the top to
sands and clays at the bottom ================>

Dunstable was once served by two branch-line railways to
Leighton Buzzard and (via Luton) Welwyn, respectively joining it
to the original London & Birmingham and London to York main
railway lines. The private lines were separately owned and joined
just east of Dunstable North station. The double-track Dunstable
to Leighton Buzzard line was opened by the London & North
Western Railway in 1848. The single-track Dunstable to Luton
line was opened by the Dunstable & Welwyn Junction
Railway in 1858; it then amalgamated with the Hertford &
Welwyn Junction Railway, becoming the Hertford, Luton &
Dunstable Railway, opened to Welwyn in 1860.
The full route was taken over by the Great Northern Railway in
1861. It became part of the London & North Eastern Railway
in 1923, and British Railways after nationalisation in 1948.
Two works lines linked it to quarries with cement works in
Houghton Regis and Totternhoe. Passenger services stopped in
1965. The Leighton Buzzard to Dunstable track sections was
quickly lifted, but that to Luton was used for freight (under British
Rail from 1965) until 1990. Part of its Luton and Dunstable track
section is now used by the guided busway, opened in 2013.
The line was cut through Cretaceous age rocks, formed 90-100
million years ago when the area lay at the same latitude as
today’s Bahamas; amateur geologists, on Geologists’ Association
excursions (in 1881, 1889, 1894 and 1895), looked at the rocks.
This cyclist’s geotrail covers parts of the various routes (and sites)
walked by the excursionists.

[The publishers accept neither responsibility
nor liability for users of this trail]
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1. Bute Street Station:- from which the GA excursionists departed
(the rail and bus Interchange is built over its site) on a train to
Standbridgeford. Now, follow the cycleway adjacent to the busway westwards,
noting points (2-4) of interest, to the Portland Ride bus stop.

2. Chaul End road-cutting:- is carved out of both the Holywell
Nodular Chalk Formation and the New Pit Chalk Formation.
Cycle on to:-

5. Portland Ride bus-stop:bus
the busway from here follows the
course of the old ‘Houghton Regis Cement Works’ railway sidings, now
covered by an industrial estate.
estate Its quarry, which exploited the Zig Zag
Chalk Formation, is partly covered by a housing estate, with the rest a
nature reserve – it can be visited by a short detour. The remains of the
branch
branch-line
here continue as a low bank, on the left, towards the A5.

Now, cross the A5 and, at
the traffic lights,
lights turn left and follow Brewers Hill Road all the way to the green lane
to Totternhoe Knolls.
Knolls Where this reaches open country, take the track to your right
and at the next crossroads turn right towards and then enter:-

7. Maiden Bower:Bower is an Iron Age hillfort 225 m in diameter circular
with a rampart,
rampart up to 3 m high, now with a hedge, enclosing 4.9 ha; it’s
above a quarry (that’s cut the northern edge of the hillfort) hill made of
the Holywell Nodular Chalk and the New Pit Chalk Formations.
Formation

Now, cycle on to:-

3. Chaul End bus-stop:- its cutting is also in both the Holywell
Nodular Chalk Formation and the New Pit Chalk Formation.

Leave the site, turn left
and head steeply downhill towards
to
the branch-line’s route, marked by trees, to:-

8. Sewell railway
r
bridge:- built of purple-brown engineering bricks,
probably
made
in
the
midlands from Triassic clays.
Cross the

Cycle on to where:-

4. Dunstable Town Station:- Dunstable’s second station - which,
until 1928, was known as Church Street Station - stood on the site
now covered by modern flats. From here, can be seen Blow’s
Downs,with its medieval lynchets (distinct ridges formed by ploughing
with oxen) near the top.

new footbridge over the busway and follow the cycleway towards the A5 and
where
where:-

6. Dunstable North Station:Statio
the town’s first station once stood
here its site is covered by the Central Bedfordshire Council offices. The
here;
nearby old, now demolished, railway bridge over the busy A5 required
the road to be lowered; some of the railway bridge’s engineering-brick
revetments are in front of the offices and can be seen below the railings.

Now turn to your right to admire:-

