A Word or Two from the Editor . . .

Summer 2018 issue

Welcome to the second issue of the thrice-yearly
GEONEWS, the new GeoConservationUK newsletter. I
am grateful to this issue's contributors. Their items of
local interest should also be of some regional and
national, interest; likewise, the gleanings from member
groups' newsletters and webpages. Together they show
something of the variety, strength and commitment of
the UK's voluntary geoconservation sector. Lesley Dunlop has drawn attention to some of these matters, together with the desirability of accessing finding, in her
'Some Reflections on Geoconservation' article.

May and 19th June) site visits have been successful (see
below) in making the site presentable.

The common requirements of match-funding, business
plans, insurance issues and just completing the necessary forms can be daunting and usually time-consuming. It sometimes, from personal experience, just seems
easier and quicker to just get and do something! However, the application process might just get applicants to
think about whether, for example, their idea for another
leaflet or booklet is actually the best way to reach their
audience, especially if they want to reach out to younger
and different ones to the usual fellow geologists. Just
changing our website approach, as Caroline Markham
writes about in 'A New Website for GeoSuffolk', is one
way of reaching out to a wider audience.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------

DIGS Activities for 2018.
The Group has a management meeting
every two months to decide the programme
of activity for the next period. We have
around 60 sites spread across the county,
chosen on the basis of their geological and
educational value. They are away from the
coast and not SSSI’s. We carry out conservation work on them as and when necessary and also
dependent on availability of labour!
Some sites are working quarries, so they look after
themselves. Other sites are former quarries and they
need regular attention, or they become overgrown and
the geological interest is obscured. Other sites are road
cuttings. We occasionally look after other sites and one
of these is part of an SSSI on the northern outskirts of
Weymouth (the Upwey cutting) part of the Bincome
SSSI.
The Upwey cutting was the result of a road improvement
on the A354 road from Weymouth to Dorchester constructed prior to the 2012 Olympics when Weymouth
hosted the sailing events. The cutting exposes the top of
the Portland Limestone through the Purbeck Beds to the
Wealden Beds so crosses the Jurassic / Cretaceous
boundary. Despite regular attention the site is deteriorating as the rock weathers. A couple of early summer (30th

Another site we have worked on in the last 6 months
(30th January and 14th July) is Red Lane at Abbotsbury.
This exposes iron-rich (chamosite) oolitic limestone
from the passage beds between the Corallian and Kimmeridge Clay. The iron ore was exploited in Victorian
times but was found to be too siliceous to be economic.
The site was cleaned (see below and overleaf) up in
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A New Website for GeoSuffolk
GeoSuffolk’s website is smartphonefriendly at last! Launched in 2017, it
provides an entry into the special
geology of our county, accessible on
the move. Packed with information on sites to visit,
there are old favourites such as Suffolk’s Geo Coast,
plus new pages by popular demand - Breckland and
the Pliocene Forest - all at www.geosuffolk.co.uk

preparation for a visit by a Rockwatch Group during
their annual Dorset residential. The site is owned by the
Ilchester Estate and we work in cooperation with them
on this site and another at Evershot.
We occasionally work outside of the county and regularly carry out work at Vallis Vale (de la Beche unconformity site), near Frome in Somerset. This scientifically
and historically important site is an SSSI. However,
Natural England doesn’t have the resources to carry
out the necessary work and clearing up, as we did on
6th June, after the youth of Frome have partied there!
We are hoping to designate a new site in Weymouth
following interest of one of our members. The Rodwell
cutting is on the former railway line between Weymouth
and Portland and is now a footpath / cycleway. A site
meeting to assess the site was held on 3rd May. The
cutting goes through the Corallian and is an interesting
comparison with that exposed in Portland Harbour and
the Fleet.
Another site which receives regular attention is at
Wanderwell near Bridport (Jurassic Forest Marble).
One of our members lives nearby and has carried out
regular work on the site with the help of some of the
group and the site has dramatically improved over the
past year.
So we are pretty busy thanks to the enthusiasm of a
small but dedicated team.
Alan Haliday (Chair, DIGS)
-----------------------------------------------------------

Extra capacity has enabled a reference section, which
is still being added to, with our newsletter GeoSuffolk
Times and some of Bob Markham’s GeoSuffolk Notes
archived. Use of the Suffolk Biological Information
Service scanner has delivered the old Ipswich Geology
Group Bulletins to the archive.
The IGG visited and researched Suffolk geology from
1966 to 1996 and their records of pits no longer
available are especially useful. For example, Red Crag
at Battisford (see below) by R. Markham, (no.3, August

'Diagonally across England extends a vast seam of
chalk and in Sussex where chalk meets the sea it has
given the coast that special and dramatic quality which
has become a symbol. Nowhere is chalk more striking
than at Beachy Head. Twenty-five or thirty years ago it
was still possible to have this great white headland ... ’67) and Cirripedes in Red Crag at Beggars’ Hollow
almost to oneself. Now tens of thousands visit the place (see overleaf), Ipswich by J. Collins, (no.4, June ’68). All
by car ...' English Heritage in Colour, Batsford, 1963.
can be accessed f ro m the website at:
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http://www.geosuffolk.co.uk/index. php/ ar chive/ ipsw ic hgeological-group

GeoSuffolk is also on Facebook and Twitter – you can
find us at https://www.facebook.com/GeoSuffolk and also
https://twitter.com/geosuffolk

Caroline Mrkham (Chair, GeoSuffolk)
----------------------------------------------------------

Hertfordshire RIGS Group
There have been a few changes in the Hertfordshire
RIGS group over the last year or so following the
retirement as Group correspondent of John Facer and
the untimely death of John Catt in December. The role
of Group correspondent has now been taken on by
Haydon Bailey (haydon.bailey@btconnect.com), with Margaret Selby acting as Treasurer and the rest of the
Hertfordshire Geological Society undertaking site monitoring.
We’ve been pretty active over the year with the annual
clear up (see below) of the Little Heath site, just outside

Berkhamsted, in February this year. A write up of the
geology of this site is currently in hand with work being
carried out by Clive Maton and Tim Atkinson.
In addition to this, we have recently assisted North
Herts District Council and Hertfordshire County Council
Countryside Management Service in drawing up Management plans for two chalk pit sites, at Hitch Wood
and at Barkway. Both these sites have been somewhat
neglected over recent years and the change of ownership to the district council has introduced new vigour
and possible finance into their management.
The Hitch Wood site is an important palaeontological
location with numerous ammonites, sponges and inoceramid bivalves originally recorded from the Hitch
Wood Hardground (part of the Chalk Rock complex)
during the 1920s. It was originally designated as a
SSSI in 1957, but was downgraded to a RIGS site in
the 1980s. In contrast, the Barkway site comprises two
imbricate glaciotectonic blocks of “Middle” Chalk, including the Chalk Rock, stacked at approximately 30
degrees and separated by a thin periglacial clay layer.
Both sites are very important in the geological interpretation of the region and the Hertfordshire RIGS Group
is pleased to have been closely involved in the development of the management plans for both. Plans are now
afoot to clear vegetation, and to clean up the faces, in
order to bring both sites back to workable geological
use.
Haydon Bailey (Group Correspondent)
----------------------------------------------------------

Building Stones of St Andrews
Local charity geoHeritage Fife has recently published a
leaflet (see below left) that describes the geology of
building stones in selected building
in St Andrews, Fife. Printing costs
for the leaflet were generously
funded by the St Andrews Community Trust. The double-sided A2
leaflet covers a trail from the West
Port, along South Street and Market Street, via Hamilton Grand and
the Younger Hall to the Cathedral.
It describes the rocks used in these
buildings, where they came from
and their age.
The building stones in St Andrews
range in age from 150 million-yearold Jurassic limestone from Portland, Dorset to 700 million-year-old Ballachulish roofing
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slates. The major stone used in the town is sandstone
of Carboniferous age (340 million years old), much of
which was quarried locally at Blebo Craigs, Kemback
and Strathkinness.
As part of national GeoWeek in early May, geoHeritage
Fife organised a guided walk around St Andrews to
explore the nature and variety of stones used in selected buildings in the town. The tour was led by Richard Batchelor (Chairman, geoHeritage Fife) and Rosalind Garton (Secretary, geoHeritage Fife). Ten members
of the public attended the walk.
Richard A Batchelor (Chairman, geoHeritage Fife)
----------------------------------------------------------

The Black Country Geological Society
A field trip to the Forest of dean on 7th
April was led by John Moseley of the
Gloucestershire Geoconservation Trust
(GGT). Rather typically it began in heavy
rain as the trip members first met up midmorning at Soudley Village Hall. Fortunately, the rain
soon cleared to give a dry and cloudy day with a light
breeze and even some sunshine. Once gathered, the
members moved on a short distance to the Dean Heritage Centre where John introduced the day’s field trip
programme, and the geological background to the Forest of Dean.
Regionally, the Carboniferous Limestone and Devonian
ORS strata have been strongly folded into a syncline
with a steep easterly limb. The rock sequence seen
along the Soudley Trail is a traverse through this eastern limb. The more resistant Devonian rocks ring the
Forest of Dean as a ridge of high ground. With the
Middle Carboniferous rocks, seen further north in England, missing from the Forest of Dean,. the Upper Coal
Measures strata form a shallow basin sitting unconformably atop the Lower Carboniferous and Devonian
Strata.
The morning was spent examining cuttings along approximately 1km of the Soudley Valley Trail; this runs
parallel to the B4227 (Upper Soudley to Ruspidge
Road) and follows a former 19th century mineral railway; this once serviced local coal and ironstone mining,
together with the local limestone and sandstone quarrying industries. The cutting exposes a rock sequence
that starts with Devonian Lower and Upper Old Red
Sandstone (ORS) strata (see above right) and progresses
into Lower Carboniferous Limestone strata. At the start
of the trail are Devonian Lower ORS rocks, belonging to

the B ro wnsto ne
Gro up.
T hese
ro cks co mprise
r e p e t i t i v e
mudsto ne-sandstone sequences,
o r cyclo thems,
which contain ripple marks, desiccation cracks and animal burrows. They are believed to
have been deposited from constantly changing braided
streams, flowing across a low-lying flood-plain.
The afternoon session involved driving approximately
6km west, through the forest to the Cannop Ponds and
a walk up the Bixslade Valley. The ponds themselves
sit within a depression marking the Cannop Fault Belt.
Along the Bixslade Valley, the party followed an old
tramway (dating back to the early days of mining using
horse and cart), to the closed Mine Train Quarry (see
below). From the entrance gently dipping thinly and
massively bedded rocks belonging to the Pennant
Sandstone Group that lie within the late Carboniferous

Upper Coal Measures could be seen. These sandstones were grey, medium to coarse grained and contain carbonised plant remains. Haematite and goethite
mineralisation had stained them reddish brown. Again,
these rocks were deposited in fluvial channels crossing
a low-lying flood-plain. More information about the
Soudley Trail can be found in the GGT.s, Rural Geology Guide for Soudley Valley, and their website at:
http://www.glosgeotrust.org.uk/

The trail is clearly well worth a visit, even if only a half
day is all the time you have!
Tom Hose
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GA Annual Conference - 'The Geology of Mordor'
Lapworth Museum of Geology, University of Birmingham & Dudley Museum
19th – 21st October 2018

Outline Programme
Friday - 19th October:
For anyone arriving on Friday afternoon tours, of the recently redeveloped Lapworth Museum of Geology,
University of Birmingham, are planned. For anyone arriving on Friday evening a meet-up at a nearby pub
is planned (TBA).
Saturday - 20th October:
Registration in Café Aroma, Staff House, University of Birmingham.
Speakers & Lecture Topics (confirmed to date):
Keynote:- 'People and rocks in the landscape of 'Mordor''
Graham Worton:- 'The Black Country UNESCO Global Geopark'
Speaker (tbc):- 'The geology & geological structure of the Black Country
Colin Knipe:- 'Mining & industry in the Black Country'
Ben Evans:- 'Conserving Geoheritage in a coalfield - urban area'
Dr Will Tattersdill:- 'The influence of the Black Country's geological & industrial
heritage on literature & art'
Prof Paul Smith: 'Exceptional fossils, geology & geoheritage inspiring current research'
Lectures/talks in the Noble Room Staff House University of Birmingham. Includes coffee/tea plus Danish
pastries on arrival, light lunch, tea & coffee and book of abstracts.
Posters welcome; contact John Clatworthy at J.C.CLATWORTHY@bham.ac.uk
Conference Dinner: Dining with Dinosaurs - hot buffet style dinner in the Lapworth Museum.
Sunday - 21st October:
1. Building Stones of Birmingham City Centre walking tour (£2-00)
2. The limestone geology and fossils of the Black Country(Wren’s Nest National Nature Reserve), includes a canalboat trip into the limestone caverns (£20-00)
3. The Coal Measures geology of the Black Country Coalfield (Saltwells Local Nature Reserve) (£20-00)

Cost: GA & Affiliates (£35-00)

Non Members (£40-00)

Students (£15-00)

On-line booking at: https://geologistsassociation.org.uk/conferencebooking/
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Local Geological Sites (LGS/RIGS):–
and Knowledge of Them

News From a Land Where Pasties Have More
Protection than Rocks?

As all of us are aware, RIGS Groups and GCUK
(formerly UKRIGS) came about initially to identify and
designate what are now known as Local Geological
(LGS) sites in England, and termed differently elsewhere. Please excuse me for using the abbreviation
LGS just to be less unwieldy! This is a very important
procedure, especially as changes to the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) do not give much prominence or guidance about local sites and even less on
geology. If anyone wishes to look at it, the link is:

Cornwall Geoconservation Group (we dropped the
RIGS bit back in 2012) does not have a collective view
of the best Cornish pasty – but we do adhere to the
original criteria for RIGS, namely scientific, educational,
historical and aesthetic - such as The Cheesewring (see
below). Nowadays we call these sites in Cornwall

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/s
ystem/uploads/attachment_data/file/728643/Revised_NPPF_
2018.pdf

The GCUK Executive Committee has been discussing
various issues relating to sites and knowledge of them.
We would greatly appreciate some input from all our
member groups as to how best to move forward in
ensuring awareness of LGS and best practice. We
would, therefore, be very grateful if you could answer a
few questions for us, just so we know how different
groups are managing sites. We have tried to keep it
simple at this stage, as we are aware that all groups
operate differently.
Questions:
Name of Group?
How many LGS do you have?
How many have been recently (last 5 years) designated?
How often do you monitor their condition?
Do any have a site management plan? Number?
Are the records of sites held by any other organisation - e.g.
Local (Environmental) Records Centre?
How do local councils know where the sites are?
If a planning enquiry occurs for an area that includes an LGS
do you hear and comment on this?
Any other comments?

Please send replies to Lesley Dunlop (Chair, GCUK)
lesley.dunlop@northumbria.ac.uk. Many thanks for taking
the time to answer these questions. GCUK exists to
bring together groups from around the country and
share good practice so we need your input to help us
promote the good work you are doing.
Given that personnel in your group changes we feel that
it will be useful to offer updated training for site designation, monitoring and maintenance and are hoping to
offer this early in 2019 and we will keep you posted on
this matter.
Lesley Dunlop (Chair, GCUK)

County Geology Sites, with criteria which are published
and are aligned closely with County Wildlife Sites. Since
our origins back in the early 1990s we have been part of
Cornwall Wildlife Trust which now has over 17,000
members who get little bits of geology in the Trust’s
glossy quarterly magazine, Wild Cornwall, plus material
on the website and Facebook page. Also, of course,
there are events in CWT’s diary for all to attend plus two
specifically geological reserves.
Geology permeates much of what CWT does – the
group’s chairman (ex-Natural History Museum) also
chairs the Conservation Strategy Committee for the
whole Trust. We also sit on the Reserves Committee so
that geological information is fed into all the discussion
about potential reserves as well as into management
plans for the trusts 50+ existing reserves. We are consulted widely – on planning applications, on the AONB,
on the Cornwall & West Devon Mining Landscape World
Heritage Site, and recently on the wonderful Rashleigh
Mineral Collection in the Royal Cornwall Museum which
is celebrating its 200th birthday this year.
The members of the group come from all different
backgrounds – hard-rock mining as well as china clay,
and from academia, schools and consulting. We have
close links with societies like the Ussher (geologists and
geomorphologists in South West England) and the
Royal Cornwall Geological Society, and we also have
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close links with the Camborne School of Mines – including some of its younger staff; so the CGG meetings
(see below) do not look like a meeting of near-fossils!.

We have also recently gained expertise in soils so that
our GAP (Geodiversity Action Plan) is being updated
with a useful section on soils, rather than just the pious
expressions we were only able to have in the original
version.
Finally, why not have a look (and ‘like’!) the Cornwall
Geoconservation Group page on Facebook which has
information on events, pretty pictures …and all sorts of
other stuff. But no mention of our favourite pasties. So
far. Will their EU protected geographical status survive
Brexit? Maybe we’ll tell you next year! We have no
reason to expect Cornwall Geoconservation Group not
to survive Brexit so maybe our Cornish geological sites
will indeed have more protection than Cornish pasties.
John Macadam
-----------------------------------------------------------

Some Reflections on Geoconservation
Over the last few months I have attended various
national and international meetings concerned with
geoconservation and a great strength we have in the
UK is the large number of volunteers and voluntary
groups willing to spend time and often money in the
promotion of geodiversity and geoheritage. No other
country has such a resource.
For example, in June, I went to the ProGEO (the
European Association for the Conservation of Geological Heritage) General Assembly in Poland and on the

field trip visited some amazing sites that they had
cleared especially for our visit. Some of the sites exposed large gypsum crystals (see below) up to 2m in

length which, although easily accessible, were very
overgrown. I did say that many local groups in the UK
would readily take on that maintenance and also work in
promoting and conserving them.
This might be a good time to remind you that although
all of us work on a voluntary basis most of the time
there are grants available for geoconservation. Please
do not forget to apply for funding for projects from
organisations such as the Heritage Lottery Fund and the
Geologists’? Association, Curry Fund. There are other
local and national funding organisations too. If you ever
feel you need any assistance in grant application then
please do ask.
We often get frustrated when national and international
policy misses out the importance of geology and in
particular sites where individuals or groups can learn
more. This could be for recreation, teaching and research. Over the last few years there has been a move
towards landscape rather than site conservation in
many of the policy documents. A question I have been
asked on many occasions is "Why are sites important?".
This is something we all have an answer to, but sites do
not sit so easily within policies that are often more
designed for biodiversity needs. Perhaps some of you
would like to contribute something on an important site
in your area for the next newsletter?!

Lesley Dunlop (Chair, GCUK)
----------------------------------------------------------

'Water plays almost as important part in the English
inland scene as on the coasts ... there seems to be a
strong feeling that a landscape is hardly complete
without it.' English Heritage in Colour, Batsford, 1963.

Exploring the landscape of Cambridgeshire – the Fen Edge Trail
As part of their Geosites work, the
Cambridgeshire Geological Society
(CGS) is working with various community
organisations to encourage people to explore their local ‘landscape heritage’. Despite the perception, by some, of the
county’s geology being ‘limited’, the complex story of the formation and development
of the fenland provides a fascinating record
of environmental change. Together with the
underlying Cretaceous and Jurassic
rocks there is much of interest, as shown
by the amount of research that has been
undertaken in the county, including that
by several eminent scientists. The Fen
Edge Trail encourages people to look at
the landscape and make links between
geology, history, wildlife and culture.
A series of walks will link the border with
Lincolnshire, north of Peterborough, to the border with
Suffolk, to the north east of Cambridge at Isleham. With
a guide of the 5 m contour (see map below), the route

CGS to identify potential Local Geological Sites. For
mo re inf o rmatio n see www.fenedgetrail.org and
www.cambsgeology.org.
Chris Donnelly (CGS Geosites team)
-----------------------------------------------------------

How to Find ‘Geostuff’ Near You
Wouldn’t it be great if I could learn a bit more about the
geology around where I live? I’d like to know if there are
any museums, geological trails or geological groups
that I could visit. I could ‘Google around’ and I might
find some of the bigger attractions, but maybe not… I
live in Nottingham, so what’s near me? Wollaton Hall’s
Mineral Gallery? The City of Caves in the Broadmarsh
Centre? How about the British Geological Survey’s
Geological Walk? Unfortunately, they are all hard to
find unless you know what to search for. However, the
British Geological Survey (BGS) has produced a simple
Google map that should help you find geology resources near you. The
GeoUK and Ireland map
(see left) shows ‘geostuff’ such as geotrails,
geo parks, geo lo gical
groups, museums, loan
resources and discovery centres. It can be
accessed at
http://www.bgs.ac.uk/geobritainmap/

winds its way onto the fenland, extending below sea
level in places, and reaching the heady heights of 25 m
or more in the surrounding ‘highlands’. Despite the
relatively minor changes in altitude, or perhaps because of them, the story told by the underlying geology
is often clearly revealed. The Trail will amount to about
450 km in total, including the walks around the fen
‘islands’ such as Ely and Chatteris. Each walk is being
developed with contributions from various people or
groups with help from members of CGS. They highlight
the local archaeology, ‘industrial’ history, fossils, habitats, building stones, farming and other land use as well
as showing inks with historic events and culture.
Work is underway on many of the walks with the first
published this summer and more to follow later in the
year. Researching along the fen edge is also enabling
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The maps include about 400 of the Geologists' Association’s guides' sites. Search on a town, city name or
postcode and the map will show you a set of differentcoloured drawing pins. Click on a pin to reveal further
information and a website link. What about the numerous resources that aren’t on the GeoUK and Ireland
map? You can make the GeoUK and Ireland map
better by putting your local resources on the map.
Simply enter a few details into the online form on the
GeoUK and Ireland page, and your pins should appear
on the map within a few days.
John Stevenson (Education and Engagement Manager, BGS)
----------------------------------------------------------Copy for the next issue of GEONEWS, due out at the end of
October, must be with the Editor by 21st October 2018 at the
very latest.

----------------------------------------------------------This newsletter is published
by GeoConservationUK
and is sponsored by

Rockhounds Welcome!
Editor: Dr. Thomas A. Hose
Correspondence should be
addressed to the Editor at:
t.hose123@btinternet.com

